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DETAILED ACTION 

The prior claim objections are withdrawn due to Applicant's amendment. Cancellation of claims 
13-67 are acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8, 11, 68-78, 81, 83-95, and 98 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by USPN 6,280,553 to Yang. 

3. Yang teaches a decal sheet comprising: an image on a surface, wherein the image has a 
shape (16, 15, or 14, FIG. 2 and associated text, Yang), release paper on the surface over the 
image (11, FIG. 2 and associated text, Yang), an adhesive layer on the release paper (12, FIG. 2 
and associated text, Yang), wherein the adhesive layer is formed in a shape similar to the image 
shape (12, FIG. 2 and associated text, Yang); a base layer on the adhesive layer (16, FIG. 2 and 
associated text, Yang), wherein the base layer is formed in a shape similar to the image shape 
(16, FIG. 2 and associated text, Yang); and another image on the base layer (15, or 14, FIG. 2 
and associated text, Yang), wherein the other image is identical to the image and wherein the 
image and the other image coincide (See FIG. 2 illustrating all five layers 12-16 are images 
identically shaped in figures such as a butterfly, kangaroo, or seal with a ball on its nose). 
Claims 1, 68, 83-88, 69-71, and 84-86 are met. 
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Regarding claims 2, 72, 89, Yang teaches the decal sheet of claims 1, 68, and 83, wherein 
the release paper comprises Teflon, silicone, or any coating material used as a releasing agent 
(see col. 2, line 50-53, col. 3, line 14, and patented claim 7, Yang "polytetrafluorethylene" is 
otherwise known as Teflon). 

Regarding claims 3, 73, and 90, Yang teaches the decal sheet of claims 1, 68, and 83, 
wherein the release paper is formed by a silk screen process or a coating process (patented claim 
l,Yang). 

Regarding claims 4, 74, and 91, Yang teaches the adhesive formed by a silk screen 
process (patented claim 1, Yang). 

Regarding claims 5, 75, and 92, Yang teaches the decal sheet of claims 1, 68, and 83, 
wherein the base layer is formed by a silk screen process (col. 3, line 4). 

Regarding claims 6, 76, and 93, Yang teaches the decal sheet of claims 1, 68, and 83, 
further comprising a plurality of base layers base layer (10 and 13, FIG. 2, Yang). 

Regarding claim 7,77, 81, 94, and 98, Yang teaches the decal sheet of claims 1, 68, and 
83, wherein the base layer comprises a resin (transparent epoxy resin, col. 3, lines 1-5, Yang). 

Regarding claims 8, 78, and 95, Yang teaches the decal sheet of claims 1, 68, and 83, 
wherein the image is printed on the surface by silk screening (col. 2, lines 65-68, Yang). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9-10, 79-80, and 96-97 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over USPN 6,280,553 to Yang in view of USPN 5,021,275 to Kim. 

Yang essentially teaches the claimed invention above. 

Regarding claims 9-10, 79-80, and 96-97, Yang teaches the decal sheet of claims 1, 68, 
and 83 comprising a printed adhesive on a release, but does not teach wherein the adhesive layer 
comprises an aqueous adhesive or an oily adhesive or wherein the aqueous adhesive comprises 
an acrylic acid ester polymer. 

Kim teaches a decorative sticker where an oily or aqueous adhesive of acrylic acid ester 
is used as the adhesive formed by silk screening printing because it is easy to remove any 
adhesive residue which may remain after removal of the sticker (col. 2, lines 40-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the silk 
screen printed adhesive of the decal of Yang to further utilize an acrylic acid ester aqueous 
adhesive because Kim teaches an equivalent silk screening printing oily or aqueous adhesive 
such as acrylic acid ester because it is easy to remove any adhesive residue with may remain 
after removal of the sticker (Kim, col. 2, lines 40-50). 
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6. Claims 12, 82, and 99 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
USPN 6,280,553 to Yang in view of USPN 5, 851, 614 to Buck. 
Yang essentially teaches the claimed invention above. 

Regarding claims 12, 82, and 99, Yang teaches the decal sheet of claims 1, 68, and 83, 
comprising a base but does not teach the base layer is opaque. 

Buck teaches a decal including images and adhesive layers where base layers are opaque 
to provide a uniform background for the ink layers when the decal 10 is affixed via adhesive to 
the display surface 18 and generally increases the vividness of the ink layers (Buck, col. 4, lines 
45-68). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the decal 
of Yang to have utilized an opaque base layer because Buck teaches using base layers that are 
opaque to provide a uniform background for the ink layers when the decal 10 is affixed via 
adhesive to the display surface 18 and generally increases the vividness of the ink layers (Buck, 
col. 4, lines 45-68). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 1 1-10-05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues Yang does not teach the image has a shape, and release paper on 
the surface over the image, but that the release layer 1 1 is over paper 10. The Applicant has not 
made a convincing argument because Yang indeed teaches the release paper over the image as 
the components are ordered in the same way, regardless of the viewpoint of the overall structure. 
If one flips it over, it is still the same structure. Applicant has not amended the claims to define 
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what surface is directly adjacent to any other surface or exclude intermediate layers to claim 
what is intended. 

Buck is still used to teach using base layers that are opaque to provide a uniform 
background for the ink layers when the decal 10 is affixed via adhesive to the display surface 18 
and generally increases the vividness of the ink layers (Buck, col. 4, lines 45-68). 

Kim is still used to teach equivalence of silk screening printing oily or aqueous adhesive 
such as acrylic acid ester because it is easy to remove any adhesive residue with may remain 
after removal of the sticker (Kim, col. 2, lines 40-50). 

The rejections are maintained for reasons of record. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamra L. Dicus whose telephone number is 571-272-1519. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00-4:30 p.m., alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 571-272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
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